Test Ball:  Brunswick Siege


Drill Pattern: 45 degree drilling angle, 4-1/2 inch pin from PAP, 25-degree angle to VAL, weight hole 1 inch below PAP.

Surface: 1000 grit sanded with Brunswick Rough Buff Polish


I tested the Siege on a 40-foot typical house shot, medium volume of oil.  The ball certainly breaks the mold of traditional Brunswick motion.  The ball cleared the heads with ease and practically jumped off the back ends!  Shots that missed outside easily recovered to the pocket with enough kick to carry.  Inside misses did not hydroplane excessively, but rather rolled strong enough to drive through the pocket with vigor.  

When the same ball faced a heavier carry down situation I did find a slight tendency to waffle at the breakpoint.  A simple coverstock adjustment with a worn out 1000 grit pad added just enough kick to compensate.  

I was surprised at the sharp change of direction this ball and layout displayed so I tested a few layouts on higher rev players to test control.  

Test Subject A:  

4-1/2 inch pin, 4-1/2 inch MB, 4-inch pin buffer, box finish.  Test subject detests sharp change of direction.  On same fresh 40-foot house shot Subject found great predictability and power.  The Siege was forgiving front to back and very impressive impact.  The lower pin position and MB adjustment smoothed the ball’s transition out without eliminating all of the ball’s recovery.  

Test Subject B:

2-inch pin, 6 inch MB, 2-inch pin buffer, box finish.  This layout allowed another extremely high rev player to square up closer to the oil line on the fresh pattern without the ball overreacting at the break point.  Understandably, the ball’s backend reaction was muted but in the hands of such a powerful player carry was not sacrificed significantly.   The overall hook potential was reduced but the ball outperformed most of his arsenal on more flat lane conditions.  

Conclusions:

First of all, I want to thank Brunswick for the initial test ball.  Anyone who is skeptical about Brunswick’s ability to create the sexy sharp change of direction that is so popular currently needs to give this ball a test drive!  I was pleasantly surprised at the new look and I am confident that you will be as well.  

The ball displays generous hook potential and great versatility via surface and layout adjustments.  I feel like we have already found one of the Must Have balls of the new season!

Ed Rondot
